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Impmwng animal welfare through education,
advocacy & coordination of community efforis.

What Would You Do If...

Students will work in teams to resolve various situation
regarding people and animals and will present their
situation and resolution to the rest of the class.

Grades 6 — 8; Language Arts

LA.C23.2,LA.C33.1,LA.C33.2,LA.C.333
LA.D.23.4

Citizenship, Integrity
1 class period

Poster paper, markers, tape, Animal Problems Worksheet
and answer sheet, sample situations worksheet.

1. The teacher will discuss the situations described on the
Animal Problems Worksheet, with the entire class,
eliciting responses, and motivating the students’ critical
thinking skills.

2. The students will then be divided into teams of two .

3. Each pair will be assigned a specific situation and will
work together to resolve it.

4. The students will then join the other pairs who have
worked on the same scenario and combine their
different ideas on poster paper.

5. The students will choose one or two resolutions that
they feel are the best and present them to the class.
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Impmwng animal welfare through education,
advocacy & coordination of community efforis.

What Would You Do If... (continued)

& 1" How did each group reach its conclusions?
2. What can we do to help prevent these types of
situations from occurring?

(¢ Have each student interview an adult (parent, friend,
neighbor, etc.) and ask him or her about a time in his or her
life when she or he had to face a situation similar to the
ones in this activity, and how he or she handled the
situation. Each student should share the story with the
class.

Adopted from Dumb Friends Animal League



Animal Problems Worksheet

1. What would you do if you found a cat in a very tall tree and it would not come
down?

5. What would you do if your dog accidentally slipped out of his leash and ran
away?

6. What would you do if your neighbors had been gone for several days and their
dogs did not have any food or water? What if the neighbor leaves the dog
outside 24/7 tied to a tree with no shelter?
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“Animal Problems” Answer Sheet

. Leave the cat alone, get people and dogs away from the tree and give the cat a chance to

come down on its own. If this procedure is unsuccessful, you should ask an adult to
climb a ladder to remove the cat from the tree.

If the baby bird appears to be unhurt and if the nest is easy to reach, have an adult put the
bird back in the nest. Stay away from the nest so the adult birds are not frightened away.
If the bird is injured, put a box over it and have an adult call Pelican Harbor Sea-bird
Station (305-751-9840). Under no circumstances should you feed the bird.

If a dog was run over by a car, look both ways before you step into the street. Put a
blanket over the dog to protect it from biting you or further injuring itself and call a
veterinarian immediately.

Put your dog in a bedroom or bathroom away from your friend. Wash the bite wound
with soap and water. Notify your parents immediately, and go to the doctor.

Check your neighborhood, check the lost and found section of the newspaper; put a lost
ad in the newspaper; call the Humane Society of Greater Miami and the Miami-Dade
County Animal Services Department; post lost notices with picture and description of pet
in the area. It is very important that you always have a collar that fits properly and a
name tag; the dog should also be microchipped.

Contact the Miami-Dade Animal Services Department. This department can send
someone to provide care for these animals. If you know the dogs, you may go into the
yard and feed them yourself but do so carefully. Dogs can be protective of their area and
you could get bitten if the dog is feeling threatened or is sick from lack of food, water and
shelter. Dogs need exercise, play time and affection, just like you do, so tying the dog to
the tree 24/7 is unacceptable.

If the cat is hurt, call a veterinarian. If the cat is in the street, get an adult to wrap the cat
in a blanket (because hurt animals can bite or scratch) and mover the cat to a safer area
until help arrives.

If you are bitten by a dog, tell your parents or an adult immediately. Remember where
you were bitten and what the dog looked like. You should receive medical attention
immediately.

If someone hit your dog with a stick, take your dog home or inside your house, away
from the situation. Then call your parents or an adult if you need help and call the police
department and Animal Services Department to report the abuser.

If you see anyone abusing an animal in any way, even if the animal is not yours, ask the
person to stop the abuse and immediately tell an adult and call the police department and
the Animal Services Department to report the abuser.

If your dog are something that would make him sick, tell your parents or an adult
immediately.  Call your veterinarian to see what your next step should be.



Sample Situations

What Would You Do If...

You were walking home from school with friends and vou saw a group of kids your age standing
around a stray dog. The dog definitely looked like it has been living on the streets for a while
because it had a matted coat, and was very thin and dirty. As you walked closer to the group, you
could see that the kids were yelling at it, teasing i1, kicking it and throwing rocks at it. The dog
looked very scared, was backed into a corner and couldn’t escape. What would vou do in this
situation?

What Would You Do IT...

You lived next door to a family with two young children, a dog and 2 cat. One night you were
putting the garbage bin outside and heard screaming and yelling coming from their house. The
next day, as vou were walking to school, yvou saw the mother getting the newspaper and the dog
ran out of the house. She caught the dog and kicked it several times. Later that day you saw her
young son plaving outside and noticed that he had a black eve. You asked him what happened
and he said he fell on the playeround. You wonder what's going on with this family. What would
vou do in this situation?

What Would You De If...

You and a few friends were walking to the mall and you sew an old man in a wheelehair, It had
rained that moming and the sidewalk was wel. As the man was trying to get off the curb and
cross the street, his wheelchair skidded on a puddle and he fell onto the street. Your friends
staried to laugh and make fun of the man as he was trying hard to get back up. Your friends
bepan walking away. What would you do in this situstion?

Adopted from Dumb Friends Animal League



